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TECH TREK is a bi-weekly publication put out by the 
Marketing Office.  Distributed on alternate Thursdays 
during the school year, deadline for submission of 
articles is the Wednesday before publication at 10:00 
AM.  Articles may be emailed to julie.brookbank@
mitchelltech.edu.  Let us know how we can serve you! 

Registrar Offers
Timely Reminders

 SRB will sponsor a Bean Bag 
Tournament on Tuesday, October 3, 
beginning at 5:30 PM on the lawn out-
side of the Campus Center Commons.
 This tournament is for MTI stu-
dents only.  It's free to play, but you 
must be preregistered.
 Free food will be served and cash 
prizes will be presented to the top 
three teams.  See Matyea Berg in the 
Center for Student Success for more 
information.

Bean Bag
Tourney Upcoming

 The MTI Mavericks Men’s 
team is in first place in the Great 
Plains Region!
 Tristan Madsen (WMT II; Hot 
Springs, SD) is tied for first place 
in the bull riding.  Bobby Reynolds 
(SCADA II; Oakland, IA) holds 
down second place in the bareback 
riding.  Lynden Nelson (ECM II; 
Moorcroft, WYT) is in first place 
in the steer wrestling. Lucas Kes-
sler (AGT/AGR I; Pierre, SD) 
heading for Nelson are in fourth 
place in the team roping.  Kessler 
and Nelson also tie-down rope with 
Kessler making it to the finals of 
both rodeos thus far, but not plac-
ing.  And he just missed qualifying 
for the finals in steer wrestling in 
North Platte.  
 The team will head to Iowa to-
day (Thursday) to compete at Iowa 
Central Community College in Ft. 
Dodge Thursday and Friday.  Sat-
urday morning the team will be at 
Iowa State University in Ames for 
the 55th annual Cyclone Stampede.

MTI Tops Regional
Rodeo Standings

MTI Awarded Grant from Governor
by Sara Bertsch, Mitchell Daily Republic, Sept. 15, 2017

 Mitchell Technical Institute has 
been awarded $400,000 and it's an 
"opportunity beyond belief" for one 
instructor.
 Gov. Dennis Daugaard announced 
Thursday that South Dakota's four 
technical institutes will be given fund-
ing for equipment needed in Build 
Dakota-eligible programs. More than 
$860,000 in Future Funds went to the 
schools, and Mitchell Tech received 
nearly half.
 The $400,000 will allow the weld-
ing and manufacturing technology 
and machining automation programs 
at MTI to purchase new equipment, 
specifically a CNC milling machine, ac-
cording to instructor Gregg Thibodeau.
 "The capabilities in those machines 
will allow us to do production work for 
some of our industry partners in town as 
well as the new generation controllers 
versus the old gen that I have now," 
Thibodeau said.
 The manufacturing program is 
among those eligible with the Build 
Dakota Scholarship program, which 
supports students entering high-need 
workforce programs to fill the state's 
technical career fields.
 The Future Funds grants will go 
toward specific programs in which 
student enrollment exceeds equipment 
capacity for the 2017-18 school year. 
For Mitchell Tech, that was exactly the 
case.
 Thibodeau said students were "dou-
bling up" on machinery, and with the 
purchase of new equipment students 
will gain more hands-on experience, 
increase course capabilities and allow 
for more in-depth instruction.
 This is Thibodeau's fifth year teach-
ing at Mitchell Tech, and he said the 
new equipment is where, five years ago, 
he envisioned the program becoming, 

and he's excited to see how the year 
unfolds.
 "For the governor to understand 
the need that industry has for qualified 
people, and to put that money into us 
giving the next generation of students 
that skill, I can't thank him enough 
for understanding how bad the state 
needs skilled people in this career," 
Thibodeau said. "It's a blessing."
 The grants come approximately 
one month after Daugaard kicked off 
the first workshop of his Workforce 
Development Initiative, focusing on 
South Dakota's workforce needs.
 And in a press release sent by his 
office, Daugaard said the grants will 
allow students to be taught on the latest 
machinery.
 "These Future Fund grants will 
help ensure that students at our state's 
technical institutes are being trained on 
the most up-to-date equipment — the 
kind of equipment they will be expected 
to use once they enter the workforce," 
Gov. Daugaard said.

No School 
Monday, October 9

Native American Day
Offices will be open.

Friday, September 29 - Bill not 
paid? If you owe anything on 
your account, your MyMTI ac-
count will be suspended.  Stop 
in the Business Office ASAP to 
make arrangements.
Sunday, October 15 - Scholar-
ship Application period opens 
Friday, October 20 - Mid-term 
(the half-way point of the semes-
ter); after this date, students who 
have not settled their accounts or 
made arrangements will be pro-
hibited from attending class
October 25 - Registration for 
spring semester begins
Friday, October 27 - Last date 
to withdraw from a course(s) or 
entirely from school and receive 
a "W" grade which does not af-
fect a student's GPA.  After Oc-
tober 27, students will receive 
the grade they earn at the con-
clusion of the semester, which 
is typically an "F". This grade 
affects their GPA and academic 
standing.

 The annual fall blood drive will 
be held October 12-13.  Students are 
encouraged to donate.  The campus-
wide drive will be held on Thursday 
the 12th in the Nordby Trades Center.  
Friday's drive will be for Energy stu-
dents in the ETC.
 Med Lab students will be register-
ing participants in the Campus Center 
Commons next week over lunchtime.  
Stop in and sign up to donate!

Blood Drive on
Campus in Oct.



presents the
SUB BIRTHDAY CLUB!

Stop in the Subway store at 802 N. Sanborn for a free six-inch sandwich 
with the purchase of a 20 oz. or larger drink during your birthday month.  
Must present student ID.  Offer good only at Mitchell Sanborn Street location.  Offer good for students 
and staff.  One sub per person.
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28 Grant Aberle
 Adam Hahn
 Walker Kokesh
29 Benjamen Ahlschlager
 Colby Deseive

 Hadley Hamlin
 Jordan Hurt
 Courtney Knodel
 Andrew Stacey
30 Dijana Muilenburg

MTI Counselor
Corner

Safety Tips for Students
• Make sure the main door to your hall 
or apartment building is locked at all times. 
You wouldn't just leave the front door to 
your house open, would you?
• Don't let anyone into your hall or apart-
ment building that you don't know. Not 
letting someone in doesn't make you look 
like a jerk. It makes you look like a good 
neighbor and, if the person is supposed to 
be in your hall, they'll be grateful for it.
• Make sure your room door is locked at 
all times. Yes, this even means when you run 
down the hall to borrow a book or check in 
with a friend.
• Be careful with your keys. Also, if you 
lose them, don't depend on your roommate 
to keep letting you in, thinking that your 
keys will just "pop up." Pay the fine and get 
a new set.
• If you have a car, lock it. It seems so 
easy to remember, yet it's so easy to forget.  
If you have a car, check on it. Just because 
you haven't been using your car very much 
this semester doesn't mean someone else 
hasn't!
• Get a locking device for your laptop. 
This may be a physical lock or some kind 
of electronic tracking or locking device.
• Watch your stuff. You may need to take 
a quick run to the vending machines to clear 
your mind...just as someone happens to walk 
by and see your iPod and laptop unattended.
• Put emergency numbers in your cell 
phone. If your wallet is stolen, will you 
know what phone number to call to cancel 
your credit cards? Put important phone 
numbers in your cell so that you can call the 
moment you notice something is missing. 
The last thing you want is someone cashing 
in on the money you've been budgeting for 
the rest of the semester.
• Take a friend with you when going out 
at night. Male or female, big or small, safe 
neighborhood or not, it's always a good idea.
• Make sure someone knows where you 
are at all times. Heading to a nightspot 
downtown? Going out on a date? There's 
no need to spill all the intimate details, but 
do let someone (a friend, a roommate, etc.) 
know where you're going and what time you 
expect to get back.If you live off-campus, 
send someone a message when you get 
home. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/ways-to-stay-safe-in-college-793561    

Sign Up for MTECH Alerts!
 Want to receive emergency alerts 
via text?  Sign up today! To complete 
sign-up go to one of these locations:
www.mitchelltech.edu > Life at MTI 
> MTI ToolBox > MTech Alert

https://mymti.mitchelltech.edu > Left 
Quick Links > MTech Alert

https://mitchelltech.regroup.com
 Login with your MTI e-mail 
address and password.  Select and 
complete the ways you would like to be 
contacted.
 If you have any trouble or have 
any questions please contact the Help 
Desk.

October
1 Matthew Dunham
 Jordan Genzlinger
 Gavin Klynsma
 Eric Miner
 Hei Kyaw Toe
2 Conrad Carson
 Nickolas Lingwall
 Miranda Sumption
3 Allison Bertsch
 Adellia Castillo
 Maurice Holmes
 Annika Russell
4 Juan Campos-Estrada
 Remington Kuehl
 Logan Schelske
 Thomas Sperlin
 Gerrit Tronvold
5 Danielle Johnston
 McKenzie Liska
 Michael Thibodeau
 Doug Greenway
 Shane Mulloy
6 Pywe Der
 Brenden Ecklein
 Gary Engel
 Jakob Heyd
7 Jennifer Giedd
 Brody Sombke
 Jenna Reis
8 Mackenzie DeJong
9 Layne Hantke
10 Matthew Dellman
 Colton Hanson
 Denae Melland
11 Blaine Bottolfson
 Devon Russell
12 Willie Bentz
 Tyler Trautman
14 Kris Bitterman
 Hunter Johnson
 Dillon Koepsell

15 Noah Reichert
 Lisa Herrmann
16 Lorry Dykes
 Chase Erickson
 Dillon Sawyer
17 Timothy Boggs
 Benjamin Gustad
 Lucas Schmidt
 Aleida Weinzetl
 Kelvin Albertz
19 Sean Dougherty
21 Lance Bruske
 Jennifer Smith
22 Lori Repenning
 Jen Schumacher 
23 Dylan Kuyper
 Lorenzo Longe
 Payton Seitz
 Destiny Stone
 Rick Kriese
 Jim Mahoney
24 Trey Heckenlaible
 Lesley Weinreis
 Bethany Yeaton
 Carol Grode-Hanks
25 Hunter Gaikowski
 Chad Renken
26 Jill Bertus
27 Hunter Gill
 Jordon Heyd
28 Trevor Dangel
 Christopher Rumbolz
29 Casey Armour
 Brady Bollinger
 Mackenzie Harvey
 Connor Weingart
30 Shelby Donaldson
 Elizabeth Riggen
31 Collin Anson
 Abram Herman
 Rease Logan
 Lyndsey Moak
 Natasha Robertson

Mfg. Summit to Be Held at MTI
 MTI will join in celebrating the 
fifth annual South Dakota Manufactur-
ing Week in conjunction with National 
Manufacturing Week October 2-6. MTI 
is pleased to host the 2017 SD Manu-
facturing Summit on Thursday, October 
5.  This will involve more than 100 
participants from many of the state’s 
larger manufacturing facilities.  MTI’s 
manufacturing students and staff will 
have the opportunity to attend various 

breakout sessions on a wide range of 
manufacturing related topics. 
 Keynote speaker Jack Uldrich 
is a well-recognized global futurist, 
speaker, and author of eleven books.  
He appears frequently on the Science 
channel, Discovery and several net-
work news programs.
  Participants will be touring SCA-
DA/Automation/Welding programs and 
Admissions will have a display.


